
Needs: Health Professional Distribution 

This region of the state has populations 
which are medically underserved due to 

poverty, other demographic factors, or their 
geographic location. 

Not all parts of the region have enough primary 
care clinicians located geographically “nearby.” 
Not all residents have optimal access to primary 
care medical and behavioral health services. 



Needs:  Health Professional Diversity 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minority population: Indiana, highest in region, 
highest in Indiana 

County  African‐American  Hispanic 

Indiana  8.9%  4.8% 

Wayne  5.2%    

Jackson     4.5% 

Lake  26.1%  13.9% 

 

 

Although this region does not have as much 
racial and ethnic diversity as the state of 
Indiana as a whole, there are pockets of 
minority populations within the region. 

Wayne County has the fifth‐highest 
percentage of individuals over the aged of 
65 among counties in the state of Indiana. 

High rates of low income populations in 
this region are consistent with lower 
educational attainment and less students 
from the communities in the region 
pursuing health professions training. 
 
This phenomenon results in an under‐
representation of individuals from the 
region’s communities serving in the 
region’s health care settings. 
 
Research shows that the best predictor of 
where someone will serve is where they 
are from.  



 
 

Needs:  Quality of Health Care 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of Indiana’s Prevention Quality 
Indicators are worse in this region than 
anywhere else in the state. 

Prevention Quality Indicators measure 
the availability and utilization of 
appropriate ambulatory primary care 
services to avoid unnecessary 
hospitalizations.

The higher Infant death rates in this 
region may be an indication of less 
access to quality prenatal care. 
 
Research shows that the lack of access 
to primary care can result in increased 
hospital rates and increased cost. 

 

Many of the counties in the region 
have heart disease death rates which 
exceed the rates for Indiana. 




